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HIV/AIDS in Europe and the CIS

	Human Rights of Vulnerable Groups

	Injecting drug users
	Right to life. This includes such health care issues as treatment, care and support for those living with HIV; access to appropriate HIV prevention information and services to help protect one’s health (including drug treatment services); freedom from violence and abuse; and freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention.

Right to non-discrimination and equality in access to health care, legal representation and support, housing and social interactions.

Right to self-autonomy. This includes privacy and confidentiality concerning one’s body; consent to testing for HIV and other diseases; consent to treatment; and the ability to make one’s own decisions regarding abortion and other reproductive issues.

	Prisoners
	Right to life. This includes such health care issues as treatment, care and support for those living with HIV; access to appropriate HIV prevention information and services to help protect their health; and freedom from violence, abuse, torture and ‘other degrading treatment.’

Right to self-autonomy. This includes privacy and confidentiality about one’s body; consent to testing for HIV and other diseases; and consent to treatment.

Right to privacy. This includes keeping HIV status confidential from other inmates and prison staff who have no compelling need to know.

	Sex Workers
	Right to life. This includes such health care issues as treatment, care and support for those living with HIV; access to appropriate HIV prevention information and services to help protect their health; freedom from violence and abuse; and freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention. Female sex workers are often denied the right to make reproductive choices.

Right to non-discrimination and equality in access to health care, legal representation and support, housing, and social interactions.

Freedom of speech and expression. The right to openly discuss sexual issues and publish and disseminate information that can protect one’s health.

	Women
	Right to life. This includes access to health care services, including information that can help protect their own health. Many women are unaware that condom usage can prevent the transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections, for example, and they may also not be aware of reproductive health interventions that can prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV.

Right to self-autonomy. This includes privacy and confidentiality about one’s body; consent to testing for HIV and other diseases; consent to treatment; and the ability to make one’s own decision regarding abortion and other reproductive issues.

Right to non-discrimination and equality. Women may be discriminated against because of their own HIV status or that of other family and community members.

	Young people and children
	Right to life. This includes access to health care services and information; protection from violence and abuse; and freedom from sexual exploitation by adults.

Right to education. This may be denied because of HIV status or that of other family and community members.

Right to non-discrimination and equality. Young people may be discriminated against because of their own HIV status or that of other family and community members.

	Ethnic Minorities
	Right to life. This includes health care issues such as treatment, care and support for those living with HIV; access to appropriate HIV prevention information and services to help protect their health; freedom from violence and abuse; and freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention. Some ethnic minorities, in particular Roma, are pressured to give up their right to independent reproductive choice.

Right to non-discrimination and equality in access to health care, legal representation and support, employment, housing and social interactions.


Source: UNDP Regional HIV/AIDS Report, “Reversing the Epidemic,” p. 55.

